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Introduction

In this paper we will explore the role of social media in modem pelitics. Speeifically,
we are looking at expressions of polifical activism. First, we will define whatis meant
by social media, narrowing down our focus to the web-service Twitter, Next we will
characterize the ways that Twitter is used in activist politics, and finally, we will discuss
o number of examples of Twitter-mediated political activism.

media, that rely on computer-gencrated content, may be defined as a setoftools,
services, and applications that allow people to interact with others using etwork

Jogics. Since the of: ia, there has been a debate between
advacates of cyber-utopianism and cyber-skepticsm, where one side ailed social medi
and the Intemet as liberators, and the other as tools wsed increasingly by authoritarian
regimes 1o attuck and intimidate dissident voices.
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